
Heaven’s #1Roadblock

Part 1



Story #1

Adam & Eve







Something Forbidden



•Genesis 2:16, 17 “And the 
LORD God commanded the 
man, saying, Of every tree of 
the garden thou mayest freely 
eat: But of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, 
thou shalt not eat of it: for in 
the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die.”





• Lost their home
• Their innocence
• Saw their 

children 
corrupted and 
lost

• Began to age
• Saw the world 

corrupted
• Lost their Lives

Something Forbidden



Story #2

Cain & Abel



•Genesis 4

Something Commanded



I did it my way…

•Lost his occupation

•God’s Favor

•His Brother

•Lived with Guilt of 
Murder

•Became a wandering 
vagrant



Story #3

Noah & the Antidiluvians





• 2 Peter 2:5 “And spared not the old 
world, but saved Noah the eighth person, 
a preacher of righteousness, bringing in 
the flood upon the world of the ungodly;”

• 1 Peter 3:18-20 “For Christ also hath once 
suffered for sins…being put to death in 
the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: By 
which also he went and preached unto the 
spirits in prison; Which sometime were 
disobedient, when once the longsuffering 
of God waited in the days of Noah, while 
the ark was a preparing….”

Noah
a preacher of righteousness

Christ

by the Spirit
went and preached unto the

spirits in prison

in the days of Noah, while
the ark was a preparing



• Genesis 6:3 
“And the 
LORD said, 
My spirit shall 
not always 
strive with 
man, for that 
he also is 
flesh: yet his 
days shall be 
an hundred 
and twenty 
years.”

his
days shall be
an hundred
and twenty
years Wasn’t his LifeSpan It was his Probation



• “For a hundred 
and twenty 
years the 
preacher of 
righteousness 
warned the 
world of the 
coming 
destruction, but 
his message was 
rejected and 
despised.” PP 
102



• “Noah had faithfully followed 
the instructions which he had 
received from God. The ark was 
finished …. And now the servant 
of God made his last solemn 
appeal to the people. With an 
agony of desire that words 
cannot express, he entreated 
them to seek a refuge while it 
might be found. Again they 
rejected his words, and raised 
their voices in jest and scoffing. 
Suddenly a silence fell upon the 
mocking throng. Beasts of every 
description…….



•  were seen coming from mountain and 
forest and quietly making their way 
toward the ark. …birds were flocking 
from all directions.  Guided by holy angels, 
they "went … into the ark,"…. The world 
looked on in wonder, some in fear. …. But 
men had become so hardened by their 
persistent rejection of light that even this 
scene produced but a momentary 
impression. As the doomed race beheld the 
sun shining in its glory, and the earth clad in 
almost Eden beauty, they banished their 
rising fears by boisterous merriment….”  
PP 97-98





• A flash of dazzling light was seen, and 
a cloud of glory more vivid than the 
lightning descended from heaven and 
hovered before the entrance of the 
ark. The massive door, which it was 
impossible for those within to close, 
was slowly swung to its place by 
unseen hands. Noah was shut in, and 
the rejecters of God's mercy were shut 
out. ….” PP 98







• Luke 17:26 ““And just as it happened in the days of Noah, so it 
will be also in the days of the Son of Man:”



• Didn’t want to 
change

• Didn’t believe 
it would 
happen

• Miracles 
wouldn’t 
persuade them

• All of them 
Destroyed!

Mercy Rejected



Story #4

Abraham & Hagar



• Genesis 12:1, 2 “Now the 
LORD had said unto 
Abram, Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy 
kindred, and from thy 
father’s house, unto a land 
that I will shew thee: And I 
will make of thee a great 
nation, and I will bless 
thee, and make thy name 
great; and thou shalt be a 
blessing:”

• Gen 15:2-6; 13, 18

God’s Promise

And I
will make of thee a great
nation



Handling Things Ourselves

Gen 16:1-4





Gen 16:5-6

•Genesis 16:10-12 “And the 
angel of the LORD said 
unto her, I will multiply thy 
seed exceedingly,. …Behold, 
thou art with child, and 
shalt bear a son, and shalt 
call his name Ishmael…. 
And he will be a wild man; 
his hand will be against 
every man, and every man’s 
hand against him; and he 
shall dwell in the presence 
of all his brethren.”

wild man
his hand will be against
every man, and every man’s
hand against him he
shall dwell in the presence
of all his brethren.



Gen 16:5-6



Results

•Bitter Discord at home

•Abraham lost his son

•Ishmael would be an enemy to 
God’s chosen people 
throughout history

Couldn’t Wait



Story #5

Lot & Sodom







• “Some of his children clung to 
Sodom, and his wife refused to 
depart without them. The thought 
of leaving those whom he held 
dearest on earth seemed more than 
he could bear. It was hard to 
forsake his luxurious home and all 
the wealth acquired by the labors 
of his whole life, to go forth a 
destitute wanderer. Stupefied with 
sorrow, he lingered, loath to 
depart.”  PP 160



• Luke 17:28-32 “Likewise also as it was in 
the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, 
they bought, they sold, they planted, they 
builded; But the same day that Lot went 
out of Sodom it rained fire and 
brimstone from heaven, and destroyed 
them all. Even thus shall it be in the day 
when the Son of man is revealed. In that 
day, he which shall be upon the 
housetop, and his stuff in the house, let 
him not come down to take it away: and 
he that is in the field, let him likewise not 
return back. Remember Lot’s wife.”Remember Lot’s wife

stuff





• Matthew 5:13, 14 “Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost 
his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for 
nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye 
are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.”

salt of the earth

light of the world



•Lot’s Wife Values 
People, Possesions, 
and Pleasure more 
than God’s Word

•She’s lost her ability 
to be ‘salt’

Results



Story #6

Jacob & Esau



“Esau”= hairy



•Genesis 25:23 “And the LORD said unto her, 
Two nations are in thy womb, and two 
manner of people shall be separated from thy 
bowels; and the one people shall be stronger 
than the other people; and the elder shall 
serve the younger.”

the elder shall
serve the younger



•Filled with Guilt over deceiving 
his father

•Had to run for his life

•Never saw his mother alive 
again

•Beginning of bitter hatred that 
would last for two decades

Fear that things won’t turn out 
like you’d like them to

UNB
ELIE
F



• Lost their 
home

• Their 
innocence

• Saw their 
children 
corrupted and 
lost

• Lost their 
Lives

Something Forbidden

UNB
ELIE
F



Little Things Matter

•Lost his occupation

•God’s Favor

•His Brother

•Lived with Guilt of 
Murder

•Became a wandering 
vagrant

UNB
ELIE
F



• Didn’t want to 
change

• Didn’t believe 
it would 
happen

• Miracles 
wouldn’t 
persuade them

• All of them 
Destroyed!

Mercy Rejected

UNB
ELIE
F



Handling Things Ourselves

Gen 16:1-4

•Bitter Discord at 
home

•Abraham lost his 
son

•Ishmael would be an 
enemy to God’s 
chosen people 
throughout historyUNB

ELIE
F



A Warning Despised

•Values People, Possesions, and Pleasure more than 
God’s Word

•Lost the ability to be ‘salt’

•Lost homes, friends, children & their own lives
UNB

ELIE
F



• Revelation 14:4 
“These are they 
which were not 
defiled with women; 
for they are virgins. 
These are they which 
follow the Lamb 
whithersoever he 
goeth. These were 
redeemed from 
among men, being 
the firstfruits unto 
God and to the 
Lamb.”



• Romans 14:23 
“… for 
whatsoever is 
not of faith is 
sin.”

• Romans 1:17 
“… The just 
shall live by 
faith.”


